Emeka Udemba / Katrin Ströbel,
fading portraits (double), China ink
and acrylic on paper, 2013

The Barnoud gallery presents WAHALA, an exhibition
by Katrin Ströbel (born in Germany in 1975) and Emeka
Udemba (born in Nigeria in 1968). "Wahala" is a Pidgin
English word used by Nigerians that means trouble. Both
artists intend to interrogate and challenge some of the
stereotypes linked to the fact that they work both in Europe
and in Africa.

The artists Katrin Ströbel and Emeka Udemba have been working for years both in Europe
and Africa. Nonetheless it is striking how the works of these two artists are categorised: on
the first hand, Emeka Udemba, the black artist from Africa (Nigeria), is supposed to entertain
the European audience with originality, authenticity spiced with a touch of postcolonialism
and globalization criticism; on the other hand, Katrin Ströbel, the white artist from Europe
(Germany), is confronted with a ‘compassionate’ audience that thinks working within the
African or Arabic context as a development aid, a social work or a questionable search for the
exotic.
Regardless of the stereotypes and prejudices that exist on both sides about working between
Europe and Africa, Emeka Udemba and Katrin Ströbel have noted that even the globalized
art world is still divided along different platforms. They, just as their other colleagues, are
often presented (in different exhibitions and projects) separated by the different institutions
and curators. This is interesting because these artists from Nigeria and Germany find that in
their works there are comparable themes and similar contexts of ‘here’ and ‘there’ which
resonate and that are constituent elements of their work.
Against this background, Udemba and Ströbel would develop an exhibition project that
interrogates and challenges some of these cultural stereotypes. The project calls to attention
the often tense and polarized cultural discourse between cultures; often a consequence of
misrepresentation and misinterpretations. The depth and scope of the works in this exhibition
would question scope of customary relationships to the ideas and forms which these cultures
are supposed to represent.

Emeka Udemba / Katrin Ströbel, Bruce & us, video, 2013

As it comes to this kind of project by artists from different cultural backgrounds, the question
of authorship is important for the public. Often the proof of authorship or authenticity is linked
by the use of perceived forms or structures ascribed to a particular artist from a particular
culture. Ströbel and Udemba interrogate this notion with their refusal to give an answer to the
question of authorship: all the works shown in the exhibition (drawings, fabric works, paintings, photographs, videos) will be presented without any hints or further information, without
indicating whether the work was made by the Nigerian artist, by the German artist or if it is a
work that they developed together. Being confronted with its own expectations, stereotypes
and clichés, the viewer is left to its own perception.
Entrepôt 9 is the starting point of this traveling exhibition, which will be enriched throughout
its route. After France, the exhibition will travel to Berlin. In 2014, it will be shown in several
places in Africa. Every presentation will focus on different themes, including local and site
specific aspects.

Distance from the principal cities
around:
Paris: car 3h15, TGV 1h40
Lyon: car 2h, TGV 1h30
Strasbourg: car 3h15, TGV 2h
Lausanne: car 2h45, TGV-LYRIA
2h15

Press kit and pictures available on demand:
contact@galerie-barnoud.com.
Exhibition made possible thanks to the support of the École nationale supérieure d’art of Dijon and of the Interface gallery.

